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Kang Chiao Xi’an Primary English Education Newsletter

Dear parents

We are all busy people, but we must put a
routine in place whereby children are
engaged in their home study (homework,
reading etc.) We appreciate The
commitment from all the parents thus far
while we motivate the children towards
optimal performance. With constant
reminders on values that underpin our every
action, we have had quite a successful school
year.

By: Arno Botha

Why learn another language?

Academics agree that speaking multiple languages has been the norm throughout much of human history.
People around the world regularly interacted to conduct trade; mixing and matching languages as they
shared their cultures with each other. Evidence suggests that adults who speak more than one language are
more creative, are better able to complete complex tasks and achieve better academically than their
monolingual peers. This despite occasionally being behind their counterparts as adolescents as bilingual
learners cope with learning multiple languages at once.

Additional documented benefits of bilingualism in adults are larger social circles, improved job
opportunities, better ability to express yourself as well as various health benefits (some experts believe that
bilingualism prevents against mental decline in old age). A simple search will give you a multitude of
reasons to learn an additional language and very few reasons not to. Everyone should strive to be
bilingual!

What makes a successful bilingual / multilingual?

Many factors contribute greatly to becoming a successful bilingual., Age is considered amongst the most important as evidence suggests a critical period before adulthood where learning a new
language is easier exists. This is why we often hear about the importance of being exposed to a 2nd language at a young age, usually before the age of eight.

Another contributing factor is our Willingness to Communicate (WTC). Willingness To Communicate is a complicated mixture of confidence, linguistic competence, anxiety, familiarity with the
intended task, what we need to say and to whom. Our WTC is constantly changing and is the reason why young children are often very willing to say “Hello™ to tourists they see on the street but the

conversation guickly goes downhill from there.
Take this typical conversation as an example:

Child: Hello!

Tourist: Hello! What’s your name?

Child: Lily.

Tournist: Hello Lily! Nice to meet you! How are you doing today?
Child: .... (Looks at mom for help...)

At the start, the child feels comfortable enough to say hello to an adult from another country. This in itself is a positive step! But the conversation quickly breaks
down. Poor Lily likely lacks the linguistic competence to keep the conversation going and the confidence to ask for help from a stranger in ‘their’ language. This

is very common in emerging bilinguals.

How to promote Willingness to Communicate?

At School:

Kang Chiao offers exposure to a variety of tasks in class using a range of language skills.

Classroom discussion allows students to form their own thoughts and share ideas.
Collaborative projects to facilitate task building language and presentation skills.

Reading tasks to stimulate discussion regarding stories or the relationship between protagonists.
Our English Village and Formal Lunch offer additional unique opportunities for students to experiment with English, with their friends and teachers in comfortable, controlled settings.

At Home:

This is always the big challenge... What can parents do outside school? Well there’s actually quite a lot that can be done to further opportunities outside the classroom.

Competitions can be a great way of validating their English skill and improving confidence. Students often need to prepare a script in advance before presenting. The preparation can allow them to
build confidence which in turn translates to increased participation in class.

Travel! The greatest tool of all... Visiting a country where English is used regularly can be a wonderful way to gain exposure and practice their skills. Using English in a shopping Centre or playing
with other children on the beach or at a playground can be a very low stress way to interact in a second language.

Finally, as always, reading is a great contributor to language. It provides correct examples, illustrating what and how something is said in different situations.

Highlights of this semester:

Interclass competition:

English Open Day:

Once a semester we are happy to invite parents to join our English classes and see what it is exactly

We are thrilled to announce that we have successfully completed the second semesters the students get to enjoy every day. This past semester we focused on project presentation. Classes
interclass competition. Some of our competitions were live streamed and parents could join were predominantly student lead as students came to the front of the class, both individually and in
in the fun, but for the ones not live streamed [ am sure the photos taken and shared tells a groups, to present their projects. Most of the students were very eager to show off their abilities and

story in itself.

We would like to acknowledge all the students” and teachers’ hard work in the preparation
for this competition. [t truly was a great experience and a memorable one for most.

progress to parents.

As this is the last newsletter for the 2022-2023 school year the English Language Center wishes

Next year there will only be one Interclass competition for the year, so be sure not to miss it! every Kang Chiao family, the best for the season and a prosperous and rewarding Year 2023-2024 in

advance,

e 2 2

of Bilimgual s Mdilingual E

EN. M. (2018} Critical periods for langeage scqeisinon: New insights with particular reference 1o bilingusiess research. Bilingealism: Langusge and Cogestion, 21§51 K53.335
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